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NEWSLETTER 

JUNE 2021 

Website: Readingcivicsociety.org.uk Registered Charity no. 263959 

 Reading Gaol Update 

 

 

 

 

 

Members who listened in to the CADRA talk on 22 
June by John Painter about Reading Abbey and 
Reading Gaol will have heard Cllr Page give an update 
about the MOJ’s plans to dispose of the prison. It is on 
the market again. Tony confirmed that the council’s 
initial bid was £NIL and that their latest bid, not 
accepted by the MOJ, was £2.8M.  Tony explained the 
MOJ still regard this bid as being on the table, in case 
other bids are not forthcoming or are not acceptable.   

There are discussions going on in the background 
about a Community Fundraiser/Crowdfunder which 
would potentially work in parallel with the bid by the 
Council.  The article in the Chronicle highlights some 
of this.   Reading Prison is back on the market, despite 
the council's efforts to take it over - Berkshire Live 
(getreading.co.uk) 

The idea of the Gaol being identified as an Asset of 
Community Value is being explored by “Save Reading 
Gaol”.    

We have also recently been sent a hugely imaginative 
vision for the future of the Gaol by a recent Interior 
Architecture and Design graduate (and Reading 
resident) from the Arts University Bournemouth. For 
their final project they designed a proposed 
redevelopment for the site of Reading Gaol. We 
provided the student with lots of information about the 
Gaol at the start of their project . We have shared their 
vision with the Oscar Wilde Society and others and 
they can see its potential.  More of that in due course.   

The arts and music sectors are working in the 
background to draw on the high-level support in the 
artistic sector, and internationally, to develop a practical 
vision for the Gaol rather than build a mass of yet more 
flats.  

Reading Gaol Stateside 

The Gaol features in an article written by Stephen 
Castle in the New York Times which focuses on the 
gaol’s links with Oscar Wilde. To read the article go 
to: 

https://www.nytimes.com/…/euro…/oscar-wilde-
prison-jail.html 

Membership 

Have you renewed your membership yet? 

A number of people have not renewed their 
membership as yet.  

Last year was of course very difficult for everyone.   

Your support is very important to us, we will really 
appreciate members renewing for 2021.   

Pink Elephants will start wandering the streets of 
Reading to remind people who have not yet done so.  

AGM 

We plan to hold an email AGM as per last year. 
Details will be sent out once we have our heads 
round it!  

The carved head of   

Abbot Hugh Faringdon 

 

This was unveiled on the Abbey Gateway on 21 
June. If you would like to hear about the story of its 

making from the sculptor then go to  

Abbey 900th Stone Carving | Sneak Preview 

The Rt Hon Alok Sharma MP and Matt Rodda 

MP at the Reading Gaol Hug October  2019 

https://www.getreading.co.uk/news/reading-berkshire-news/reading-prison-back-market-despite-20876711?IYA-reg=82dbd7c7-adce-4e83-9da5-ce8b78333719
https://www.getreading.co.uk/news/reading-berkshire-news/reading-prison-back-market-despite-20876711?IYA-reg=82dbd7c7-adce-4e83-9da5-ce8b78333719
https://www.getreading.co.uk/news/reading-berkshire-news/reading-prison-back-market-despite-20876711?IYA-reg=82dbd7c7-adce-4e83-9da5-ce8b78333719
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/06/01/world/europe/oscar-wilde-prison-jail.html?fbclid=IwAR2dkZECLbWFBDMvZ9nkkUlMT-3eC29MY-WHuN3DPPXot8rW3ti3ydY-T2s
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/06/01/world/europe/oscar-wilde-prison-jail.html?fbclid=IwAR2dkZECLbWFBDMvZ9nkkUlMT-3eC29MY-WHuN3DPPXot8rW3ti3ydY-T2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QbKF__BeTd0
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Waterfest and the 900th Anniversary of  
the foundation of  the Abbey 

I do hope that members who were able to get tickets had 
a good day despite the cold. We were delighted to see 
some members who dropped in at the stand (or who we 
caught as they passed).  

It was a well organised event with an astonishing number 
of activities and stands. A tribute to RBC and their 
volunteer helpers.   

If you were not able to get tickets then you can go on a 
virtual tour with the great images by Stewart Turkington 
These may be seen on his Facebook Page:  

Stewart Turkington Photography Abbey  . 

Reading Civic Society took a stand which was set in the 
North Transept, we took the opportunity to catch people 
as they came into the ruins.   

 

My thanks to  

Civic Soc members; Stephen Snook, Rob and Clare Platts 
and Julian Le Patourel,   

“Adopted” Civic Soc members Milli Dalton and Viktoryia 
Varanhava   

Potts VC Trust members; John Chapman and Chris and 
Pauline Andrews  

Margaret and Clive  Ormonde for providing the two 
tables and covers.  

The display consisted of 4 activities:   

Civic Society   

Newsletters, Town Walks which were commissioned 
in the early 1980s (they all were taken), new 
recruitment leaflets and the blue plaque for Phoebe 
Cusden (which will be going back on the house in 
Castle Street in July once we get a builder).  

Prof Gavin Parker from Reading Uni came across to 
chat and we were soon into the impact of the 
Planning White Paper, he is not a fan of the removal 
of the community ability to comment on individual 
planning applications which is at the core of these 
nightmare proposals. 

High Street Heritage Action Zone  

The HS HAZ Cultural programme runs alongside 
the review of the physical heritage and review of 
the Conservation Area Boundaries. (See page 5)   

From the Cultural programme we had:  

Hidden Recipes From My Ancestral Home 

17 recipe cards showcasing family recipes which can all 
be cooked using local ingredients from the Oxford 

Road 

Produced by artist Caroline Streatfield the cards may 
be collected from several food shops along the Oxford 

Road. 

Milli Dalton, of  Baker Street Productions,  

www.bakerstreetproductions.co.uk  explained about 
their multi-sensory, three-dimensional tour of the 

Oxford Road from the IDR to Russell Street. 

https://www.facebook.com/stewartturkingtonphotograhy/posts/2899738620244615
http://www.bakerstreetproductions.co.uk
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LOOK, HEAR, DISCOVER—CONTINUED 

Using QR Codes people walking along Oxford Road  will 
be able to access 12 audio bites found along the street. 
These will take you to stories from residents and 
businesses, & accounts of the road’s history.  

It will be available from 5 July on 

Look, Hear - Discover Oxford Road | What's On 
Reading (whatsonreading.com) 

Further information about the Cultural Programme may 
be seen 

Cultural programme - Reading Borough Council 

Viktoryia Varhanava of Archi-Adventure explained about 

the Look, Draw, Build@Reading Station 
project we are partnering.   

This will be delivered in Spring 2022 aimed at Year 5 
children in 10 primary schools in Reading.  

We have 3 schools signed up and are now working to 
sign up the others.  

We handed out leaflets explaining the scheme and seeking 
to recruit other schools, and also architects / engineers / 
students interested in helping us to deliver the “Build” 
workshops in schools.  If you know a school, Architect or 
Engineer who might be interested please contact Richard 
Bennett.   

Further information may be accessed  

Reading Station — ARCHI adventure (archi-
adventure.com) .   

The project is supported by GWR and Haslams Estate 
Agents have become the first Gold Sponsors.  Further 
sponsorship opportunities are available. 

We were delighted to be able explain this project to the 
Deputy Mayor of Reading, Cllr Rachel Eden (image to 
the right). Rachel offered, during her term as Mayor, her 
support to the project. We will be delighted to explore 
this idea.  

 

Members of the Trooper Potts VC 
Memorial Trust were on site to explain about 

the making of the memorial. We had been lent the 
maquette of the sculpture by Haslams Estate  
Agents.   

Abbot Hugh Faringdon (Chris Forsey), Milli Dalton,  

John Chapman and  King Henry I 

Viktoryia Varhanava from Archi-Adventure 

Deputy Mayor of Reading (Cllr Rachel Eden),  

Julian Le Patourel and Milli Dalton. 

https://whatsonreading.com/look-hear
https://whatsonreading.com/look-hear
https://www.reading.gov.uk/planning/reading-high-streets-heritage-action-zone/cultural-programme/
https://www.archi-adventure.com/reading-station
https://www.archi-adventure.com/reading-station
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Mayor of  Reading 

Video Talks about the Abbey 

The Mayor of Reading, Councillor David Stevens, 
chose the Friends of Reading Abbey as one of his 
three Mayoral charities for 2020-21. Unfortunately, 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Mayor has not 
been able to show his support for FoRA through 
active participation in live events. A series of video 
talks on themes relating to Reading Abbey have 
however been developed. 

 

The Mayor's first talk was in October 2020, with 
John Mullaney, local historian, author and Friend, 
filmed at Reading Museum, about the “Coronation 
of the Virgin” capital in the Museum's Abbey 
collection.  

The link to this video is:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=7ZX1iKQp9mQ 

The Mayor's second talk was in November, with 
John Painter, FoRA Secretary, on Reading's Royal 
Abbey: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=mNhihukYe2I 

The third talk was in December with Lindsay 
Mullaney, local historian, author and Friend, on the 
subject of her new book on Henry I, who died on 1 
December 1135 and was buried in his Abbey of 
Reading on 5 January 1136: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=wy2Rmf1KPWI 

A fourth talk was released in May 2021. In this talk, 
the Mayor heard from the Museum Manager at 
Reading Museum, Matthew Williams, who spoke 
about the Abbey and its impact on a small town. 
The talk can be seen on You Tube: 

Reading Abbey and its impact upon a small 
town 

A fifth Mayor's talk was released to coincide with 
the 900th anniversary weekend of 19th/20th June 
2021. In this talk, the Mayor heard from the Bishop 
of Fulham, the Right Reverend Jonathan Baker, 
about the Reformation and Dissolution of Reading 
Abbey.  

This is in two parts   Part I & Part II 

One more to come.  

Heritage Open Days 2021 

Dates for your diary 

 

HODs runs from 10th to 19th September.  COVID rules 
allowing we are organising PHYSICAL events,  NOT 
ZOOM:  

11 September from 6pm to 8pm “Landlords and 
Conservation: A conflict of Interest?”. Changing 
Room, Thames Lido. We have invited the Mayor and 
Mayoress of Reading.  

Lloyd Turner, owner of Turner Property,  owns some 150 
houses around Reading which are rented out to students 
and professionals. He will talk about  balances which have 
to be struck in order to cover costs, and make a profit, 
whilst at the same time caring for, and improving, the 
heritage of Reading's buildings. The talk will undoubtedly 
also cover the trials and tribulations of gaining planning 
consents. The company has undertaken sympathetic 
restorations to a number of Heritage buildings, some 
members took the opportunity to visit their restoration of 
St Kilda on Bath Road. 

17 September from 6pm to 8pm. Joe Doak will talk to 
us about “Looking up to History around Reading 
Town Centre”. Changing Room, Thames Lido. 

The Changing Room will in normal times accommodate 
50+ people. The numbers we will be allowed will depend 
on the COVID rules at the time. It is well ventilated. 
Tea/coffee/cakes will be provided on arrival (donations 
of £5 per head to cover the cost will be welcome).  

12 Sept & 15 Sept 10-12 am. Terry Dixon (Terry’s 
Reading Walkabouts) and I will lead the new “Reading 
Jammo & Clay Heritage Walkabout” of the Coley 
area. This will start at the bottom of Castle Hill.  Up to 15 
people on each walk.  

In order to manage numbers it will be necessary to book 
these events on Eventbrite. Booking opens 15 July. 
Further information will be circulated in due course. 

Members who are not able to use IT to book may call the 
Chairman to do so.    

Reading UK will publish a map / diary of the events on 
the internet. We don’t yet know if there will be a printed 
leaflet.  What’s On Reading will also  show the events.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7ZX1iKQp9mQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7ZX1iKQp9mQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mNhihukYe2I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mNhihukYe2I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wy2Rmf1KPWI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wy2Rmf1KPWI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yN2A_NX7e3U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yN2A_NX7e3U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YKHZMhJ8g28
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6tWzkyDuC7s
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Reading is one of 68 areas of England to receive a share 
of a £95 million government fund having secured High 
Street Heritage Action Zone (HSHAZ) status for the 
three conservation areas in the centre of the town 
(Market Place/London Street, St Mary’s/Castle Street 
and Castle Hill/Russell Street/Oxford Road). As a 
result, Reading will receive up to £806,500 for the 
implementation of a four-year programme agreed with 
Historic England. This amount will be match funded by 
Reading Borough Council. 

To quote Historic England: 

“There is an urgent need to dust off and re-use the 
historic buildings here to help breathe new life into 
this part of Reading, which is deprived and the 
third most unequal city in the country. 

Although often thought of as a very modern town 
centre, Reading has an incredible depth of history 
and is home to some wonderful architecture. The 
High Street Heritage Action Zone includes the 
cross roads that mark the town's earliest streets 
(around the churchyard of Reading Minster), the 
market place outside the gates of its Royal Abbey, 
and the Oxford Road. 

The historic buildings in these areas – ranging from 

Medieval to Georgian and Victorian – have suffered 

decline as big retail centres such as the Oracle 

shopping centre have taken over and dominated. 

Local small businesses are finding it difficult to 

compete. A number of historic buildings are 

decaying or lying empty and a number of the shop 

fronts are of poor quality.”  

What is a High Street Heritage Action Zone 
(HSHAZ)? 

A heritage-led regeneration initiative led by Historic 
England, working with RBC & the community to create 
economic growth and improve the quality of life in our 
historic high streets. 

The programme combines three  strands: 

Physical interventions to buildings 

including repair, reinstating lost features, supporting 
the conversion of historic buildings for new uses and 

improvement of shared spaces: 

Community engagement:  

giving local communities a key role in deciding what 
works they want to see happening on their high street 

and what sort of place they want it to be; 

Cultural programme  

activities and events celebrating the history of the high 

street and its importance to local communities over 

the generations.  

When did it start?  March 2020, great timing.   

What has been commissioned?  

1. Historic Area Assessment of  the 
buildings within the IDR.   

Timeline? May to July 2021.  Cost? Around £30K  

Built Heritage Consultancy, Archway Heritage 
and Ultranyx are tasked to:   

• Prepare an Historic Area Assessment Report 
detailing the development, character, sensitivity 
to change and management needs of a number 
of character areas across the town centre. 

• Identify heritage assets that may be considered 
for designation through Listing, Scheduling, 
Conservation Area designation and/or addition 
to the Local List. 

• Identify & collate archival material, images, 
historical narratives for use in community 
projects, exhibitions, promotional material etc. 

 

 

Above, part of a mural commissioned by the project on the boards which are alongside the site of the 

former Central Pool .  

https://www.reading.gov.uk/planning/reading-high-streets-heritage-action-zone/physical-interventions/
https://www.reading.gov.uk/planning/reading-high-streets-heritage-action-zone/community-engagement/
https://www.reading.gov.uk/planning/reading-high-streets-heritage-action-zone/cultural-programme/
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We were asked if Reading Civic Society would like to  
a 3rd Sector Partner of this study.   

Members will, I hope, recall that I wrote out asking if 
anyone might like to volunteer to take part in the survey 
work. Whilst this did not produce any applications we 
sought volunteers from Reading University Dept of Real 
Estate and Planning and Oxford Brookes. They were 
interested but the timescales were too tight, there might be 
future opportunities for students. Two volunteers emerged, 
through Archway’s contacts, who have joined the Society.   

I did take the opportunity to see the software used to 
collect information about each building.  

When I was being shown the App we were outside Jacobs 
Jewellers. Adam Jacobs, Chairman Reading UK CIC, came 
out to see what we were up to.  This was an opportunity to 
introduce one of the Archway Consultants to him and to 
explain what this part of the project is about.  

Volunteers’ comments are;   

“I have thoroughly enjoyed being a part of the project 
and I have gained a greater appreciation of Reading’s 
architecture. The app is certainly very straightforward 
and I dread to think how time-consuming past surveys 

would have been! 

“The app is indeed very straightforward . I took it for a 
spin yesterday and it functioned well.”  

2.Review of  the shopfronts along Oxford Road 

“The High Street Heritage Action Zone is set to 

refurbish run down shop fronts and hopes to help 

improve the layout and design of the areas so that the 

historic parts are better connected to the modern parts 

of the city (sic). The ambition is to increase footfall and 

create a more joined up community feel. By unlocking 

the heritage that is here, we hope – working with 

partners – to boost the economy for residents and 

business owners.” (Historic England)  

Purcell Consulting have been commissioned to:  

Carry out a building condition survey, focussing mainly on 
external façades and fabric, shop fronts and identifying 
missing architectural elements.  This will  be used to 
identify priorities to establish the feasibility of any future 
partnership funding scheme. Are there historic elements 
still in place which can be restored?  

• In May a meeting was held outside Lifespring Church 
on Oxford Road, some 23 shops were interested.  

• The project will contribute 80% of the cost of 
carrying out these works where they include repair 
and restoration of lost features from the original 
shop/property fronts.    

 

3. Improvement works / quick projects 
being explored include 

• Painting Reading West Bridge – both sides 

• Repair of Zinzan table top grave in the Reading 
Minster Graveyard. 

• Replacement of the letters on the Jubilee Cross 
in the Minster Graveyard.  

The Jubilee / Harrinson Cross in St Mary's 
Churchyard  

 
• Cleaning the Simeon Memorial in the Market 

Place. 
 
 

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fthepetrifiedmuse.blog%2F2015%2F09%2F27%2Frestoring-a-ghost-inscription-from-reading%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C6effcbd9d18e4d0a3d2008d90c2712a2%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637554184
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fthepetrifiedmuse.blog%2F2015%2F09%2F27%2Frestoring-a-ghost-inscription-from-reading%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C6effcbd9d18e4d0a3d2008d90c2712a2%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637554184
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NEW PUBLICATION / REVIEW  

Reading Labour 100 – the Centenary of  
the Labour Party in Reading, 1918-2018 
 

 
J. S. Partington 
Published by 

Reading Trades 
Union Council, 

2019. 
 
John Partington, a 
Civic Society 
member, put this 
book together to 
celebrate 100 
years of the 
Reading Labour 
Party, founded in 
1918. But thereby 
hangs a certain 
ambiguity.  
 
The title specifies 
the Labour Party, 
but there is a 

world of difference between the Labour Party and the 
Labour Movement.  
 
John's heart is clearly with the latter, as is that of his 
collaborator, Keith Jerrome. They are active, 
campaigning Trade Unionists, and so often find 
themselves in conflict with the Labour-controlled 
Reading Borough Council, and, I suspect, Labour HQ in 
London. They are keen to point out that the movement 
existed in Reading long before the constituency party 
was formed, and would no doubt add that it will 
continue should the party ever cease to exist. It is this 
wider Labour Movement that is the chief focus of the 
book. 
 
It also strikes me that three years is an awfully long time 
in politics.  
 
John uses about two-thirds of the book to record the 
activities of the Reading labour movement throughout 
2018 in numerous campaigns about disability rights, 
pensions, LGBT issues, bus passes and other causes 
locally, including some forays to London for major 
demonstrations.  
 
Many pictures of fellow campaigners and himself 
accompany the text, though the occasional old black and 
white photos have reproduced  better than recent colour, 
and are of more interest historically.  

It's a surprise to remember that three summers 
ago, Jeremy Corbyn and friends were still leading 
Labour, we had not yet left the EU, Boris 
Johnson was in limbo, Theresa May's 
government seemed on the point of collapse and 
there was no thought of a pandemic. The 
campaigning issues of 2018 are all still relevant, 
but now very much seen through the prism of 
Covid 19. 
 
There is much to enjoy in the book. John gives a 
brief account of the movement and the party 
from the 19th century on, which includes some 
fascinating factual information.  
 
February 1918 was a key date, as a new 
constitution allowed individual membership of 
the party.  In the same month votes for all men 
and some women became law, and in many ways 
it was the start of modern politics.  
 
But there are surprising omissions.  
 
The book says nothing about the damaging split 
over the deselection of Jane Griffiths prior to the 
2005 General Election. Most puzzlingly, John 
gives no attention to the achievement of the 
Labour Party in maintaining control of the 
council through 31 of the last 34 years. Today 
their hold is as strong as ever. That is truly 
remarkable in a southern town that is far from 
being a natural Labour stronghold.  
 
Keith Jerrome's afterword takes us on an 
intriguing wander through Reading, looking at 
buildings and odd corners that have connections 
with the movement. He is a natural raconteur, 
though understandably lingers longest on events 
with which he was personally connected. 
 
Of particular value to other researchers will be 
John's full and careful lists of footnotes and 
works cited. 
 
It's pleasing to see a locally-produced book such 
as this, one that wears its political heart on its 
sleeve, when so many people insist that politics is 
dishonest, boring or irrelevant. The first may 
sometimes be true, the second and third, never. 
Many of us interested in the political and social 
history of our town, much of it hidden except to 
the activist or scholar, will benefit from reading 
this account of the movement's work. 
 

Kerry Renshaw 
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NEW MEMBERS 

We welcome  Joe Evans & Bronte Charles  who have 
both been volunteering on the Historic Area 
Assessment project.  

Contributions to the Newsletter 

Please send contributions to the newsletter and 

Letters to the Editor to Adam Sowan, contact details 

below. 

 

OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE 2020/21 

Chairman:  Richard Bennett, 69 Baker Street, Reading, RG1 7XY 

    Tel 0118 959 8350  Email: Bennettbaker@msn.com 

 

Secretary:           Fiona Rycraft,  0787 942 7038 (mobile) 

 

Hon Treasurer: Penny Kemp, 66 Northcourt Avenue, Reading, RG2 7HQ 
 

Membership:  Alison Bennett, 69 Baker Street, Reading, RG1 7XY 

    Tel 0118 959 8350  Email: Bennettbaker2@msn.com 

 

Committee:  Amanda Martin, Clare Platts, Lynette Edwell, Richard Stainthorp, Stephen Snook   
 

Newsletter Editor: Adam Sowan, 24 New Road, Reading, RG1 5JD 

    Tel 0118 987 1452  Email: Sowmor@waitrose.com 

Bandstand Repair  

Some weeks ago I spotted that the Bandstand in Forbury Gardens was fenced off and one of the support 

pillars was rotten.  Having posted it on Facebook the Chronicle picked it up.  Cllr Rowland responded that 

not only had there been wood rot but vandals had been at “work” , that they were on the case and it would 

be repaired for Waterfest.  So it proved to be.  Repair by Dunne & Co.  The Conservation & Urban Design 

Officer was on the case quickly.  

5 June 
21 June 


