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Thames Lido – 8 and 25 November 2016
Read about our visit to this work-in-progress on Page 2.
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School of Architecture – 29 November 2016
See Page 2 for an account of our visit.
PHOTO: CHRIS WIDDOWS
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Visit to Thames Lido – 8 and 25 November 2016
on this type of project through the Glassboat
Restaurant in Bristol’s historic floating
dock and his restoration and conversion of the old
Clifton Lido, in Bristol, into a successful venue for
open-air swimming and for dining. With this track
record, a successful business model, his confidence
in what can be achieved at King’s Meadow, and his
unusual approach to project management, he
enthused us all and we await the opening of this
facility in, if all goes to plan, Summer 2017. Or, as
Arne says, “it is finished when it is finished”.
Great care has been taken to restore original features
or to replicate them where necessary. The additions
to provide the spa treatment rooms at first floor
level, and the restaurant areas, have been created in a
modern style but in a way which complements the
building. Huge sliding glass panels separate the
restaurant from the pool and an automatic “punkah”
system will regulate the temperature in this area. As
well as the restaurant, there will be a new conference
room. Their website is www.thameslido.com
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Arne Ringner (left), the developer of the Thames Lido, shows
members of the Civic Society the restoration work which
has been carried out.

We took the opportunity for a guided tour around the
work-in-progress at the new Thames Lido to see how
the old King’s Meadow Bath, built in 1902, has been
restored, and how new elements have been added, in
order to give new life and use to this Grade II
building. This event was so popular that the 45
participants were divided into 3 groups (for health and
safety reasons) and the tours were spread over two
days.

Funds for the £3m project have come from Arne
Ringner’s friends and business contacts in a kind of
crowdfunding. The Lido will not be a private
members club but open to everyone who wants to
pay for a session.
ABB

Arne Ringner, the Swedish developer of this site, was
once a botanist but he has been drawn into working

Visit to the new School of Architecture – 29 November 2016
Professor Lorraine Farrelly, Head of the new School
of Architecture at the University, very kindly
welcomed us to their home in the Old Library
building on the London Road Campus. (See front
page photo.)

equivalent to Part 2 RIBA, and then from 2022 the
Professional qualification, Part 3 RIBA.
Subjects envisaged for research include urban living,
retro-fit regeneration, digital practice in architecture
(i.e. creating virtual buildings as 3-dimensional models
with detailed specifications) and ‘live’ projects in the
design studio, which avoids the problems of getting 45
students onto a building site.

We were interested to hear that Professor Farrelly,
who came to Reading from the University of
Portsmouth after working in practice in London and
Hampshire, is a member of the Design Review Panel
for the area covering the South Coast and has played
a leading role in setting up a Design Review Panel for
Reading (q.v. Page 3). Her specialism is teaching
design and architectural drawing.

The School will be presenting series of open lectures
on topical issues in the industry. The first series of
three lectures took place during the autumn. They are
free but booking is required, visit
www.reading.ac.uk/architecture/public-lectures

Reading University already has a reputation for
Construction Management and Engineering and for
Real Estate and Planning but Architecture was
missing from the mix. The School of Architecture
will be part of the grouping in the School of the Built
Environment, with a complete set of accredited
courses on how to deliver buildings as well as design
them.

Professor Farrelly is also keen to foster partnerships
with practices and industry which would give students
placements in companies for a few weeks, and to
encourage relationships with communities. She sees
Reading town centre as a place students can look at
and, using architecture as a catalyst for civic identity,
envisage how the town can be improved.
This all sounds very encouraging and we thank
Professor Farrelly for giving us so much of her time.

The School is starting out with its 3-year degree
course leading to a BA Hons, equivalent to Part 1
RIBA, then from 2020 onwards a Masters degree,

ABB
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and pedestrian tunnel under the railway – this is a
ghastly, dirty-looking, unpleasant area – that can’t
come too soon for me!

PLANNING UPDATE
After Dark Club – 112 London Street (161935)
This application was for the demolition of the night
club and music venue, to be replaced by 10 new build
1- and 2-bed residential apartments. It is situated
between two listed buildings, 110 and 114 London
Street and is accessed via a passageway between the
two. Originally it was thought that it might be listed
by association of curtilage with 110 and 114 but this
was dismissed by Historic England. There were large
numbers of objections and even a petition against the
loss of the After Dark Club. Society member Evelyn
Williams raised objections at the Planning Application
Committee meeting on behalf of the Conservation
Area Advisory Committee. Evelyn had done extensive
research into the site and called into question the loss
of the high wall which borders the south side of the
site, which is the last vestige of the Huntley, Boorne
and Stevens Tin Works. There were also objections to
the design quality of the proposed apartments. The
application was refused but doubtless will come back.
St Patrick’s Hall, Northcourt Avenue (161182)
This proposal was for the demolition of St Patrick’s
Hall of Residence buildings, the Northcourt reception
building and University residences at 1, 2, 3, & 4
Sherfield Drive and for the construction of new
residences for students. This gave rise to much
opposition from Northcourt Avenue residents and
also from former students and The Victorian Society.
The application has now been withdrawn. St Patrick’s
Hall has been added to the Local List. A planned
consultation on a new scheme was recently cancelled
and we are awaiting the rescheduling.
Recent Consultations
Thames Quarter – Coopers BMW Site (162166)
Following the refusal of the plans for Swan Heights,
this is a complete reworking of the plans for this site.
Lochailort Ltd. have consulted extensively with RBC
planning department to come up with an acceptable
scheme which will deliver 315 apartments in a mix of
sizes plus residents’ lounges, tech-hub, dining room
and cinema room with various rooftop outdoor
amenity spaces and a concierge/reception with a
coffee/meeting area. They will be build-to-let units
contained in a 12-storey building with a 23-storey
tower at the corner facing Vastern Road. Members of
the Society attended a private consultation to see the
plans. While it is scaled down compared to the height
and bulk of Swan Heights, it has less in the way of
architectural detail. Proposed improvements to the
public realm are to be welcomed, especially to the road
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Kenavon Drive (Homebase and Toys R Us site)
A number of members attended the consultation on
the initial plans for this site. L&Q, the housing
association, want to use the site to build 700-800
residential units which would be for rent and shared
ownership. There would be a number of buildings of
differing designs including one tall building. They are
planning a “revitalisation of the riverside public
realm, including two new squares”. There have been
discussions with planning officers about the initial
proposals and some changes have been required but
as yet a final application has not been made.
Wickes Centre, Weldale Street
Ropemaker Properties have had discussions with
planning officers about the area they wish to develop
between Weldale Street and Chatham Street. Their
original thoughts have been somewhat constrained by
this process and their 20-storey tower has been
considerably reduced in spite of (or because of?) its
proximity to the 19-storey tower in Chatham Place.
They wish to provide 430 residential units with some
public/private open space and underground car
parking with landscaping. Some members of the
Society, with representatives from CADRA and the
CAAC, were invited to a small consultation where
our views were sought. A public consultation took
place on 9 February and an application will be
forthcoming imminently.

Design Review Panel
Although “Design” has been a very important part of
assessing planning applications for some time, there
appears to be a skill-set deficit when it comes to
planning officers and members of planning
committees who are tasked with this. They are not
architects or designers.
We have learnt that there is now a Design Review
Panel for Reading which was set up in 2016 at the
initiative of a firm of local architects and Reading
University. Professor Farrelly was part of the
initiating group and is still involved. This could
replace the erstwhile Architects Panel which was
disbanded about 15 years ago. The panel meets 4weekly and consists of 16 architects who can be
drawn on. It is not a statutory or formal consultee
on all applications – it is up to the case officer to ask
for the opinion of the panel. This will probably be
most relevant for the larger, or very contentious,
applications.
ABB

Visit to Royal Holloway College – 2 August 2016

All from pills and potions – and this is just one of the quadrangles!
I think one can say that this is a truly magnificent
building, not just because of its sheer size but also due to
its very decorated style, both within and without. The
basic red brick structure is enhanced by stone facings and
complex carved stone details owing a lot to French
chateaux. It was built between 1879 and 1886.
Thomas Holloway(1800-1883) made a great fortune from
patent medicines and decided to spend it by financing
two spectacular buildings which would be of benefit to
society; the Sanatorium at Virginia Water and the
College, at Egham, ‘a University for women’. He chose
William Crossland (1834-1908) as his architect, a man
whose star waxed with the spate of municipal buildings
in the northern manufacturing towns and waned quite
soon after his work on the College and who died in
obscure poverty.

Our excellent guided tour began in the chapel, described
in ‘The Builder’ (1887) as ‘not unlike the Sistine Chapel’.
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Our tour continued through both the North and
South Quads, the Founder’s Dining Hall, the
Victorian Corridor and the Picture Gallery

With my interest in Victorian scenography, I
was delighted to see two landscape works by
David Roberts RA and one by Clarkson
Stanfield RA, who were both leading theatre
set designers and artists before they
established reputations as easel artists.
Only three paintings have left the collection; a
Turner, a Constable and a Gainsborough,
which were sold for £21m in recent years in
order to fund work on the Grade I listed
building.
Thanks go to Clare Platts for suggesting and
organising this enjoyable day. ABB

Following our very nice relaxed lunch in the wonderful surroundings of the Picture Gallery we were told all about the
amazing picture collection. The collection was founded by the
purchase of 77 paintings over two years at a cost of £83K,
mostly from Christie’s auctions, with Holloway paying record
prices for many artists’ works. Holloway built up a selection
of paintings which represent the High Victorian art market
and which epitomises the paintings which were popular in the
early 1880s. The well-known names jump out; Millais, Landseer and Frith, represented by his archetypal image of “The
Railway Station” (1862), which is possibly the most famous
painting in the collection.

Statue of Thomas Holloway and his wife, Jane, in
the South Quadrangle.

Photographs by Chris Widdows

HODS at HASLAMS – 8 September 2016

Richard Bennett welcomes all those attending our
HODS event in Haslams’ newly-renovated offices at 159
Friar Street.
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It was good to have a capacity attendance of
45 people at our evening event for the 2016
Heritage Open Days.
We are very
appreciative that Steve Woodford, MD of
Haslams Estate Agents, and his colleagues,
Mike Shearn, Paul Haydow and Claire
Pulleyn, made this event possible in this
rather special building. Steve Woodford told
us the history of Haslams Estate Agents from
its beginnings in 1838 up to their acquisition
and renovation of their new premises, which
were once the showrooms and HQ of the
Reading Gas Company, with an illustrated
history of the 1905 building. Mike Shearn
gave an overview of the current Reading
property market, the trends and what can
influence them e.g. the coming of Crossrail
and buy-to-let, followed by a Q&A session.

NEW PUBLICATIONS
Buildings

The Mansion House: its
History and its Occupants

By Stuart Hylton

By Katie Amos

Amberley Publishing

Scallop Shell Press

Paperback

Paperback

£14.99

£10.00 (+ £2.25 p+p)

Reading in 50

Much of the content of this book will be familiar to
Society members, but some places have less-known
anecdotes attached to them. Generously illustrated
with good modern photos and a number of old
(but, alas, undated) images, it could have done with
an index, and it should have been made plain that
the dates alongside each building’s heading are not
necessarily those of the present edifice’s erection.
The form makes a refreshing change from straight
chronological history.
AS
The Reading Abbey Stone

This is a very thorough illustrated account, drawing on
newspapers, sale particulars and Council minutes, of the
big white house on the hill, its owners and tenants.
Starting with the Childs, Kendricks and Liebenroods, it
lists a sequence of tenants before its brief use as a school
from 1880. It passed to Reading Borough Council in
1901, but they never found a worthy use for it. The
1987 campaign to raise £1m to save it is of course
mentioned; at least its current use as a pub preserves the
fabric. An appendix reprints the entire text of The
Berkshire Lady.
AS

Around Town

By John Mullaney

Good news on the Abbey Ruins: restoration work is
to start imminently, and the site reopened in 2018.
The Museum of Reading has opened an exhibition of
large-format local paintings by Ray Atkins, who lived
and taught here from 1968-74; he depicts some of the
big changes of those times, including the building of
the IDR and the Butts Centre. The Three Guineas
pub has been restored and reopened. The ground
floor has a variety of seating areas; the cellars – not
reached by a Hollywood-style sweeping staircase as
depicted on the builders’ hoardings – provide a
sequence of reservable spaces. Over the main bar
hangs a handsome but puzzling clock inscribed
‘God’s Wonderful Railway’ and ‘Est. 1860’. The
company’s nickname is well-known but the date saw
no events that I know of relating to the line (1840),
Fuller’s brewery (founded 1845), or the present
building (1867, i.e. post-Brunel). On the pub walls
hang reproductions of the original plans and
drawings, showing that a similar block with waiting
rooms etc. was planned for the north side, but it
never happened. For the current traveller the owners
have reinstated the departure screens inside the pub,
so we can again use it as a comfortable (and licensed)
waiting room. Other pub news: over the years we
have lost many drinking-places, especially in the
southern and western suburbs; Whitley in particular
had become a bit of a desert, so the advent of the
Trooper Potts on the Basingstoke Road is very
welcome. It’s very much a family-oriented place (but
with a child-free area) and commendably has a display
about our local VC.
AS

Scallop Shell Press
Paperback

£9.00 (Waterstones online)

Seldom can a single piece of stone have been the subject of so much research (and speculation). This is a
study of what is now the font in St James’s church,
the Forbury. Discovered in the Ruins in 1835, it was
long assumed to be a recycled capital, but the author
posits several other theories and sets out arguments
for and against each, without plumping for a single
idea. We can share his hope that further excavations
will reveal more, if not all.
AS
A quiet and intimate road
By Adam Sowan
Paperback
Available from Adam Sowan
(contact details on back page of the
newsletter)
A comprehensive look at the past and the people of
New Road (now 160 years old), illustrated with old
photographs and b&w drawings of architectural
details, with pull-out coloured panoramas painted by
Jane Reid.
ABB
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My Conservation Area Matters
Caversham St Peter’s CA.

The Big Conservation Conversation
The concept of conservation areas was introduced in
England, Wales and Scotland by the Civic Amenities Act
1967 through a private members bill led by Lord Duncan
Sandys.

One page summaries covering 12 of the CAs, with images,
have been prepared and may be seen on the
Conservation Area section of Reading Civic Society’s
website. www.readingcivicsociety.org.uk.

When conservation areas legislation was introduced there
was widespread public concern over the pace of
redevelopment in our historic towns and cities. Today
there are over 10,000 conservation areas in the UK
(approximately 9,300 in England, 500 in Wales, 650 in
Scotland and 60 in Northern Ireland) reflecting the
popularity of this legislative tool in identifying and
protecting our most valued historic places.

Members of the Committee have, over the last 6 months,
worked together, and with the Council’s Planning Policy
team, to identify a number of Views of historical
significance for potential inclusion in the next RBC Local
Plan. Some 25 ideas were submitted of which 10-12 may
be accepted.
We are delighted that Henry Russell, Programme
Leader MSc Conservation of the Historic Environment,
School of Real Estate and Planning, at Henley Business
School, University of Reading, has recently agreed to be
involved with the CAAC as an advisor.

Conservation area designation essentially controls the
demolition of unlisted buildings over a certain size and
works to protect trees, restricts permitted development
rights on dwelling houses and tightens regulations on
advertising. It also places a statutory duty on local
planning authorities to pay special attention to preserving
or enhancing the character or appearance of
conservation areas while undertaking their planning
duties.

Further support sought. Representation is sought from
Residents Associations/Groups which include Routh Lane
and Horncastle Conservation Areas.
For further information please contact Richard Bennett.
RB

Designating a conservation area should not be seen as an
end in itself: we live in a changing world and for the
historic environment to survive and continue to be
cherished it needs to be positively managed

CTR Mark II
Many readers will remember the early 1990s project for
a Cross Town Route, an all-traffic road which would
have shifted jams from the A3290 to Reading Bridge.
There was a big protest, focussed largely on the
proposed destruction of the listed Horseshoe Bridge at
Kennetmouth; indeed, the campaign can be said to have
led to the founding of Two Rivers Press.

To mark the 50th anniversary of the establishment of
Conservation Areas Civic Voice, the national charity of
the Civic movement, is organising a number of events to
raise awareness of conservation areas. They are asking
communities across the country to come together and
say "My Conservation Area Matters", in particular on
Civic Day 17th June 2017.

The CTR didn’t happen, but there is now a joint
Reading/Wokingham proposal for a new version: a 300space P&R car park at Thames Valley Park serving a
road and bridge for buses, cycles and pedestrians only.
Set closer to the Thames, it would not demolish or be
attached to the Horseshoe or (also listed) Brunel railway
bridge. As well as P&R buses it could take Railair
coaches and the 4 and X4 Bracknell buses, saving a lot
of people a lot of time.

The Reading Conservation Area Advisory Committee
(CAAC), which was introduced in the last newsletter, is
planning a walk of Reading’s Market Place / London
Street CA on Civic Day. Further details will be
announced on website. We wish to encourage Residents
Associations which cover CAs to consider arranging
walks of their CAs during the year, perhaps over
Heritage Open Days in September. If your RA would
like to do this please let RB know.

The scheme raises a number of issues. There is the loss
of open space to the car park and narrowing the
remaining amenity land by Tescos. The historic site at
Kennetmouth, though already affected by six tracks of
frequently-used mainline railway, would become less
tranquil. The old Dreadnought, which some of us hope
will one day come back to life as a riverside pub (or at
least a tearoom) would be seriously blighted. Then there
is the matter of P&R versus better penetration by
through buses to the suburbs and hinterland. And on
the Heathrow front, we may eventually win a direct, fast
rail link from Reading and the West.

Conservation Area Advisory Committee
An Update
In the last newsletter we reported on the formation of
the Conservation Area Advisory Committee (CAAC) in
2016. The initial aims are to work to update out-of-date
Conservation Area Appraisals and to examine what can
be done to enhance CAs and arrest deterioration across
Reading’s 15 Conservation Areas.

Work continues to update the Conservation Area
Appraisals of Russell Street & Castle Hill CA, and

What do members think?
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Forthcoming Events
AGM

ANNUAL LUNCHEON PARTY

Saturday, 1 April 2017 at 2 p.m.
at The Garden Hall, Watlington House,
44 Watlington Street, RG1 4RJ

Saturday, 11 March 2017 at 12.15 for 12.45
at Pepe Sale, Queen’s Walk, RG1 7QF
We will meet at 12.15, before the meal, when there will
be an opportunity to chat and buy raffle tickets.

AGENDA

Flyers with booking forms and menu choices have been
distributed.

Minutes of 2016 AGM and matters arising
Chairman’s Report
Sub Committee and Officers’ Reports
Hon Treasurer’s Statement of Accounts
Election of Officers
Election of Auditor
Any other business

Enquiries to Brenda Tait on 0118 9428097 or Clare
Platts on 0118 9416989.
VISIT TO THE BATH PRESERVATION TRUST

We are planning a visit to Bath later in the year to talk to
members of the Trust’s Architecture and Planning
Committee and their Conservation Officer, especially
about how new developments have been incorporated
into the historical fabric of Bath. The Trust’s HQ is in
No. 1 Royal Crescent. There will be free time in the
afternoon to enjoy whichever aspects of the city tempt
you.

Following the official business of the meeting,
Dan Allen of the Victorian Military Society
will discuss

CHURCHES TOUR - 24 SEPTEMBER 2017

THE BATTLE OF MAIWAND

Lynette Edwell is arranging a tour of four churches in
September.

Reading’s greatest military disaster and its
significance for Reading

Flyers will be issued in due course.

NEW MEMBERS

Contributions to the Newsletter

Miss J Palmer, Mr I Dineley, Mrs K Parker,

Please send contributions to the newsletter and Letters to
the Editor to Adam Sowan, contact details below.

Mrs J Terry

OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE 2016/17
Chairman:

Richard Bennett, 69 Baker Street, Reading, RG1 7XY
Tel 0118 959 8350 Email: Bennettbaker@msn.com

Secretary:

Fiona Rycraft, 0787 942 7038 (mobile)

Hon Treasurer:

Brenda Tait, 35 Church End Lane, Reading, RG30 4UP

Membership:

Alison Bennett, 69 Baker Street, Reading, RG1 7XY
Tel 0118 959 8350 Email: Bennettbaker2@msn.com

Committee:

Amanda Martin, Clare Platts, Sean Duggan, Lynette Edwell

Newsletter Editor: Adam Sowan, 24 New Road, Reading, RG1 5JD
Tel 0118 987 1452 Email: Sowmor@waitrose.com
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