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AGM – 29 March 2014

After the official business of the meeting we heard about
the workings of the Berkshire Record Oﬃce from Dr Peter
Durrant, the County Archivist. This was fascinating: there
is such a variety of material from so many sources. Items are
processed through accession, recording what comes in and
establishing the ownership; preservation and cataloguing,
with a team of conservators to work on the items; and
public access, making items available through the enquiry
service, talks, exhibitions, open days and publications.

The AGM was held in the Garden Room at Watlington
House, which is proving to be a useful and popular
venue. It will be further enhanced by the completion of
the works to the garden.
The Chairman’s Report had been circulated by email this
year, prior to the meeting. Hard copies were provided
at the meeting. The report covered events during the
year, most of which had been reported more fully in the
newsletters, and gave notice of forthcoming events. The
Chairman thanked everyone involved in organising these
events. It was noted that there had not been any public
consultations on large scale planning developments
during the year, but there were several items which we
were keeping an eye on including; Station Hill, Thames
Tower, King’s Meadow Baths, Reading Prison, Royal
Berkshire Hospital and the Elvian School site.
The Election of Oﬃcers and Committee saw some
changes this year. Dr Gill Hunter (below, with Richard
Bennett) was thanked for her years of service on the
Committee, and latterly as Vice Chairman, as she
stepped down after 7 years. Gill was also given life
membership of the Society.
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At the Record Oﬃce you can ﬁnd not just the statutory
records about kings, but donations by ordinary people.
There are maps, plans, architectural drawings, medieval
manuscripts (some obtained from an auction in Paris),
probate records with a rich archive of wills, the archive of
Broadmoor Hospital, and records of the Civil War. The
archive of the Corporation of Reading includes medieval
charters and the Minute Book up to the present day,
providing not just interest but evidence. All this is just
scratching the surface. These records connect us with
communities and people of the past.
Items often have to be rescued. Some come from skips
and rubbish tips, or are gathered up after ﬁres, e.g.
church records covered in candle grease and water, or
from damp cellars covered in white mould, shoeboxes in
attics and even from stables.
The records have democratised history, making knowledge
available to a wider public. Research is encouraged and
you are welcome in person.
ABB
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Two members co-opted during the year, Lynette
Edwell and Sean Duggan, were oﬃcially voted onto
the Committee. The Chairman and other committee
members were all willing to stand again and were reelected. A new auditor, Paul Welch FCA, was elected to
examine and prepare the accounts of the Society.
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De-listed at developer’s behest

The developer asked and the developer got.

No. 1 Castle Street was listed Grade II in 1977 for its
group value on a prominent corner site between other
listed buildings. With its neighbour at 2 Bridge Street,
it was known as the Doll’s Hospital.

In their Assessment Report, EH say that consultation
documents were sent to the applicant, the local authority
and the Historic Environment Record. Other than two
small amendments requested by the applicant, they say
that no representations were received. Did the Council
receive the consultation documents? Did they not wish
to comment? When I spoke to the planning oﬃcer to
query the Class J notiﬁcation for 1 Castle Street he told
me that the building had been de-listed but that the ﬁrst
thing Planning knew about it was when the applicant
informed them. They had had no notiﬁcation from
EH and no update to “The List”.
I have noted in late June/early July that 16 Class J
notiﬁcations have been made to Reading Borough
Council.

1 Castle Street in the centre above

Since last year, when the Class J change to permitted
developments rights was introduced, Richmond
(Surrey) Council has received 215 prior notiﬁcations
in their area. It has tried to reduce the numbers by
withdrawing the permitted development rights through
Article 4s within 12 key oﬃce locations. They had
found that it was detrimental to their local economy
because of the loss of oﬃce space for small businesses
and voluntary organisations, and that the potential
creation of residential units was more than double their
target in the London Plan.
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In the 1980s many alterations were carried out to
this listed building for use as oﬃces, with planning
permission, and the frontage was completely rebuilt
with amendments. However, English Heritage says
that it continues to make a positive contribution to the
area (although EH did not make a visit as part of their
assessment).
We would add that it is part of a conservation area and
is not only part of the setting with other listed buildings,
but is directly opposite the Grade I listed St Mary’s
Minster. EH gives scant acknowledgement of this in
their assessment – perhaps they should have made a
visit. The de-listing makes the building vulnerable to
changes to its appearance yet again and to materials
being used which would not have been appropriate for
a listed building.

Earlier this year two councils had tried to exempt
the whole of their areas from the new rules but the
government opposed this and they were told to restrict
the scope of their exemption orders.
ABB

Annual Luncheon Party
8 March 2014

How and why did this happen? Reading Borough
Council received a Class J notiﬁcation for a change of
use for this building. Class J only requires the applicant
to give Prior Notiﬁcation to the Council that they want
to change the use from Class B1(a) (oﬃces) to C3
(dwellinghouses) to determine whether prior approval
is required in respect of:
a) transport and highways impacts
b) contamination risks on site
c) ﬂooding risks on site.
If there are no objections re the above then prior
approval is granted and a full planning application for
the conversion is not required.
There are six instances where Class J development is not
permitted and one of these is if the building is listed.
Hence, the request by the applicant to English Heritage
to de-list the building.

Many thanks indeed to Brenda Tait and Clare
Platts for all their work organising another very
enjoyable Luncheon Party at Pepe Sale. Also,
thanks go to Brenda’s daughter Jill, and her friend
Philippa, who so charmingly meet and greet on
these occasions, and so eﬃciently elicit our cash
for the raﬄe. Once again we enjoyed the good
food and service supplied by Toni and his team.
Clare certainly gave us something to puzzle over
with her “guess the architect” list of jumbled
names, which were quite taxing.
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Altogether this was, again, a very successful event
and it was good to see so many members enjoying
the opportunity to meet up.
RB

New Restaurant between the Oracle and
the Holy Brook

PLANNING UPDATE
King’s Meadow Baths

An application has been made for a new two-storey
building to house an Argentinian-themed restaurant
between the outer wall of the Oracle and the Holy Brook
where the Oracle is accessed by the bridge leading from
Minster Street. The building will be mostly glazed but
with areas of timber cladding and will be accessed at
the upper level from the bridge and at the ground ﬂoor
via the existing steps down to that level.

Listed Building Consent for remedial work by the
Clifton Lido company has been agreed in principle
pending a bat survey. The works will include repairs to
the roof, removing rotten timber and defective steelwork,
replacement of the corrugated iron roof, installation of
insulation and repairs to the ornate timber eaves and
timber mouldings inside.

The application will be examined by the Planning
Application Committee at the meeting in July as
there are proposed alterations to the public realm and
residential amenity. Residents in the ﬂats at Minster
Court might be aﬀected by noise, etc. although the
tables which would be outside in good weather would
be vacated by about 9 – 9.30 p.m. to mitigate this.

A new 250-year lease on the building will be granted
to the developers, under the name of Thames Lido
Ltd, and plans are due to be submitted to demolish the
unattractive adjacent changing rooms and to add a new
pavilion. Subject to Listed Building Consent and full
planning approval, the facilities oﬀered on completion
of all the works will be a heated open air pool, a sauna,
steam room, hot tub, restaurant and café bar. The target
date for the completion and opening is Spring 2016.

The plans involve the removal of two cherry trees and
two pieces of public art: the monolith block and the
reed sculpture which were installed when the Oracle
was built. They only seem to have been there ten
minutes.

Thames Tower
Following a false start last year, developers La Salle
decided to pull out of their scheme to replace the existing
Thames Tower with a building double its height. This
year a new application has been made by Landid Property
and Brockton Capital to add four storeys to the existing
building and to reclad it using terracotta as a nod to the
predominant colour of traditional buildings in Reading.

A new piece of public art would be commissioned,
a light installation by Jason Bruges which would be
mounted on the ﬂank elevation of Minster Court. The
installation would be within a timber screen to match
the cladding of the façade of the proposed restaurant.

The concept is based on the Guaranty Building in New
York, which is of a similar size and is brick. However,
the Guaranty Building has some features such as a slight
outward sweep of the top storey containing roundel
windows, and a vertical ribbed eﬀect to the brickwork
between columns of windows, whereas the design for
Thames Tower is uncompromisingly squared oﬀ and
ﬂat, with the only design features being the colour of
the cladding and the conﬁguration of the fenestration.
This follows the pattern of the Guaranty Building in the
proportions and number of the windows to the size of
the building.

Two previous plans for this site, which involved a 7storey development and high-rise blocks of 112 ﬂats,
were rejected after strong objections from homeowners
on the opposite side of the Kennet that they would
be overlooked. A new scheme is now being proposed
by Taylor Wimpey for a development of 70 homes,
with none of the buildings being over four storeys
high. They were aiming for a mixture of houses and
ﬂats, to be more compatible with the riverside site, but
local people are hoping to persuade Taylor Wimpey
that low-rise family houses are preferable to any ﬂatted
accommodation, in that it would preserve the look of
the riverside and would avoid overlooking into their
gardens. Taylor Wimpey are proposing a line of trees
along the A33, retaining the towpath along the River
Kennet and providing a central park area for residents.

Lok’n’Store Site, Berkeley Avenue

In some artist’s impressions of the building, which we
viewed at the public consultation in July, the building
appears as a very bright red but we were assured that it
would be a true terracotta colour. It should make a good
contrast to the neighbouring Station Hill buildings, and
the white Malmaison Hotel opposite, and will be eyecatching.
There will be more active frontages at ground level with
not just the entrance to the building but also small shops
and two cafés.

Jacksons Corner
Good news that when plans are submitted to convert
Jacksons into 18 ﬂats, with three retail units on the
ground ﬂoor, architects Wakelin Associates are aiming
to retain the familiar façade and sign.
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Churches Tour – 29 September 2013
For the last two years we have visited churches within a
relatively small radius (Wallingford and Newbury) making
the tour more relaxed by spending more time in the
churches. This year, Maidenhead was chosen and I am glad
to say that we kept to the anticipated timetable almost to
the minute.
Our ﬁrst church was All Saints at Boyne Hill. We were
welcomed and guided by the church historian Mr Ken
Smith. The architect was George Edmund Street in the
morning of his architectural maturity. Pevsner states ‘The
ecclesiologist in 1854 declared that “We have seldom been more
pleased with a design than the one before us.”’ The church
was built in anticipation of the town’s expansion, and paid
for chieﬂy by Emily and Maria Hulme, tractarian daughters
of the late incumbent of Holy Trinity Church in Reading.
Mr Smith told us how the church was founded. The ladies
were desirous of a church to be built for ‘advanced religion’,
by which they meant the then Oxford Movement, and it
was consecrated in 1857 by Samuel Wilberforce, Bishop
of Oxford. It became the ﬁst ecclesiastical parrish in the
borough of Maidenhead.

The church is in the thirteenth century style of ornate
geometrical middle pointed and is largely made of red brick.
It is striped in Bath stone sandwiched between vitriﬁed
black courses. The high altar and the sanctuary are the focal
points for the congregation. The overall eﬀect was surely
intended to overwhelm the senses of sight and sound from
the choir and the smell from the use of incense approaching
the high altar for Communion. The tower and spire are very
prominent on the hill, but they were not built until the
jubilee year of 1897. In 1911 the nave was extended to
link it with the tower. The external appearance incorporates
the polychromatic brickwork of the interior with some use
of stone. The design is consistent with features from the
Middle Ages in Italy. To reinforce the tractarian mission, a
range of buildings was built to the south including a church
school, the vicarage and almshouses.
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Our next stop was the Mosque at Holman Leaze. Its design
is based on that of the Al Aqsa Mosque in Jerusalem. The
mosque was built in 1980 which is quite early for a purposebuilt British mosque. The elaborate minaret and green onion
dome over the hexagonal prayer hall are a splash of colour.
We were required to remove our shoes at the entrance and the
ladies of the party wore head coverings. We were welcomed
by Mr Zia Mahiudin of the Maidenhead Islamic Trust and
other guides. We inspected the free-standing minaret and
then visited the prayer hall, which points directly towards
Mecca. The mosque is lined with many copies of the Koran.
We then toured separately the ladies’ and men’s washing
facilities as it is an obligation to wash hands and feet before
processing in to prayer. On the ﬁrst ﬂoor we inspected the
oﬃces and balcony where ladies can join in with the prayers.
We were given the opportunity to ask questions about the
Muslim faith whilst refreshments were oﬀered to us. On
leaving, we were each presented with a copy of the Koran and
leaﬂets about the ongoing study of the Muslim faith.

This was a great opportunity to dispel any myths or reservations
that people may have had about the mosque and the Muslim
community. They oﬀer many opportunities to develop
religious education, sporting

Our last church was St Luke’s in Norfolk Road, where we were
guided around by Mrs Anne Darracott of the Maidenhead
Civic Society.

abilities and social skills to the surrounding community. We
all thanked Zia and his guides for a really educational onehour visit and he invited us to come again whenever we were
passing.

The church was built between 1868 and 1870 from large rockfaced Purbeck stone in the early English style with plate tracery,
signiﬁcant wall paintings and stained glass. The foundation
stone was laid in 1865 by Bishop Samuel Wilberforce who
consecrated the church in 1866. In 1869, the length of the
nave was doubled. There is a prominent spire which was
constructed of Bath stone in 1894 from designs by J Oldrid
Scott, son of the famous architect and church restorer George
Gilbert Scott.

We then drove to the Methodist Church in the High
Street. We were welcomed by Mr Stuart Maryon-Pitter.

This has a Tudor-style yellow brick nave which was built in
1841 with later additions. In 1991, the whole of the interior
was gutted and all of the furniture re-ordered to give more
light. Although there are several old memorials, the interior
gives a very comfortable, modern feeling. The windows
all round were presented by local worthies; for instance,
the sanctuary window of 1878 was presented by Richard
Silver, who at that time was the mayor of Maidenhead, in
memory of his grandmother Susanna Silver. The window
depicts symbols of the Cruciﬁxion. The west panel was
presented in 1890 by Richard Illsley, a JP and also a mayor
of Maidenhead, in memory of his mother and brother and
again depicts symbols of the Cruciﬁxion with a spear, sponge
and the Tree of Life. There is a surrounding graveyard. The
original gravestones were saved and commemorate those who
were originally members of the Countess of Huntingdon’s
parish before the Methodists arrived. The cover of the church
guide states that the church is ‘150 years old and still going
strong!!’

We were entertained to a sumptuous tea in the Refectory
which was provided by the catering committee and then had
a relaxing journey home, arriving in Reading in the early
evening, having enjoyed ﬁne weather.
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On the Society’s behalf, I have thanked all of our guides and
have sent them a copy of this report. Christopher Widdows
came on the tour and has taken many photographs which say
more than can be described here. We thank him very much
for his talents and very high standard of photography.
Rodney J Oliver

Nearly lost!!

Visit to St Albans
St Albans Civic Society will be showing us their city on
Wednesday 3 September. Marion Hammant from the
society has provided a preview of some of the treats in store
for us. A ﬂyer with full details and a booking form has
been distributed. Closing date for booking, 15 August.
‘St Albans is no ordinary city. The coach will drop you
right next to a piece of living history – our open air
market, which has been here for more than a thousand
years. Admire the avenue of London Planes lining St
Peter’s Street – a project carried out just over a decade
ago, with the help of the Civic Society. Admire also the
Palladian-style Town Hall, which, with the aid of lottery
funding, is about to be transformed into a much-needed
replacement for our Town Museum.

Searching the Council’s planning website I saw that there
was a Prior Notiﬁcation of the demolition of the above
statue, “Adam, Libby and Karen” by Liz Mulchinock.
It was commissioned by Laing Properties in 1983 and
was designed for the courtyard of the Guardian Royal
Exchange building, which is now called Minerva House,
between St Laurence’s Churchyard and Valpy Street.
Anyone who has been on one of Sidney Gold’s Statues
Walks will have seen this piece of public art.

The Cathedral is a real shape-changer. From here it’s
like a crouching cat, scarcely visible over the roofs and
gables; but see it from the surrounding countryside
and it’s a dominating presence on the landscape, as it
would have been over the years as inhabitants of local
villages brought their wares to the centre of trade.

It amazed us that it could just be demolished on a whim
without any consultation. According to the planning
regulations a complete unlisted building/structure under
115 cubic metres within a conservation area may be
demolished. The owners of the building only needed to
notify the Council of the methodology of the demolition
to allow the Council to regulate and minimise the impact
of that activity on local amenity.

St Albans has a pretty violent history. Boudicca
burnt down the Roman town, Alban, the �irst English
martyr and saint was beheaded here, and John Ball,
a prominent leader of the Peasants’ Revolt, was
condemned for treason here. We had not one but
two Battles of St Albans during the Wars of the Roses,
Henry VIII deprived us of our monastery, and the great
1832 Reform Act turned an of�icial Rotten Borough into
a town approaching democracy. Finally, in 1978, the
Chequer Street Action Group, dragging the Civic Society
with it, summarily stopped the Council from building
an enclosed Arndale-type shopping centre where the
Maltings now stands. A turbulent city indeed!

There is so much to explore: as well as the magni�icent
Cathedral, there are architectural delights in the
streets, some very visitable shops, and, further a�ield,
Verulamium Park, set out in the depression-hit thirties,
where you can feed the ducks, watch for the herons,
and make your way to our excellent Roman Museum.’

We contacted the owners of Minerva House, as had
Councillor Tony Page, quite independently of us, and,
having got them in a pincer movement, we had an
apologetic response saying that the statue didn’t ﬁt their
refurbishment plans and they didn’t know what else to do
with it. The developer has agreed to donate the statue to
Reading Borough Council. It has now been removed for
storage until a new location has been agreed.
Nearly lost – but where now?
Suggestions from our members for a new location
included Reading College, Forbury Gardens, Oracle
riverside, Rivermead Leisure Centre, Caversham Court,
new Civic Oﬃces and Reading Station. If any other
ABB
brainwaves occur to you, do let us know.
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NEW PUBLICATION

EXHIBITIONS

At the Berkshire Record Oﬃce, Coley Avenue,
until the end of August, is a very unusual display of
medieval wax seals which are attached to a variety of
legal documents. They include the seals of King Henry
VII (1487), Pope Boniface IX (1391), Archbishops of
Canterbury, Reading borough arms (1365), and the
town seal of Wallingford (1299). Some of these are
the ﬁnest examples of their kind, with associated stories
shedding light upon the medieval world.
Open: Tues./Wed. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Thurs. 9 a.m. to 9 p.m., Fri. 9 a.m. to 4.30 p.m. .

Don’t forget the Reading at War exhibition in the Sir
John Madejski Art Gallery in the Museum. This
continues until 14 September.
The exhibition marks the outbreak of the First World
War and looks at how this aﬀected the people of Reading.
Not only did local men and boys join the armed forces
but the workforce of Reading was mobilised in support
of the war eﬀort. Many women cared for injured
soldiers in the town’s hospitals. The exhibition also
reveals the impact of other conﬂicts from Viking raids,
to the English Civil War and the Second World War,
with the air raid on the town centre.
Open: Tues. – Sat. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Sun. 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Fox Talbot & the Reading Establishment
by Martin Andrews
Published by Two Rivers Press £10
As someone who enjoys photography, I was thrilled on
moving to Reading to discover that the building which had
been Fox Talbot’s own premises was almost on my doorstep.
There are signiﬁcant “ﬁrsts” associated with Fox Talbot and
the work he did in Reading: he invented the negative; in
1843, with Nicolaas Henneman, he set up the world’s ﬁrst
commercial studio to mass-produce photographs from
negatives at his Reading Establishment; and the ﬁrst book
in the world to be illustrated with photographs, “The Pencil
of Nature”, was produced by Fox Talbot in Reading between
1844 and 1846.
There is information about Fox Talbot’s life, technical
information about his discoveries and invention, and
descriptions of the town of Reading at the time Fox
Talbot was here. An excellent chapter, “Discover Talbot’s
Reading”, is composed of twelve photographs taken in
Reading by Talbot or Henneman. A lot of these locations
are still instantly recognisable today but the view of the
entrance to the original Oracle in Minster Street provides
an opportunity to ‘compare and contrast’.
Interestingly, the only photographs in the book are Fox
Talbot’s own. All the other illustrations are drawings by
the author, Martin Andrews.
I have always believed, as does the author, that Reading
should celebrate its connections with Fox Talbot more, and
recognise his signiﬁcance. This book certainly contributes to
that aim.
ABB
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Forthcoming Events
Visit to St Albans
Wednesday, 3 September 2014
St Albans Civic Society will be showing us their city. On
arrival by coach we will be given a guided tour of the
historic and architectural items of interest. They will
provide a list of places to eat at lunch time and a map
so that we can explore the city further ourselves in the
afternoon. The cathedral and the Roman Museum at
Verulamium Park will be the big attractions. See Page 6
for more details.

Watlington House
Watlington House, in Watlington Street, is a Grade II*
listed building, mainly of 1688 and later, and is run by
a charitable trust as serviced oﬃces for charities. One of
their tenants is The Mills Archive Trust. The building is
fully tenanted at the present time.

A ﬂyer and booking slip have been distributed, either
by email or by post. Closing date for bookings is 15
August.

The Garden Hall is hired out to various community
groups for events – the Civic Society and the Berkshire
Gardens Trust, for example, use this venue for AGMs.
There is a project underway to restore the gardens which
will make this an even more attractive place for events.

Churches Tour
Sunday, 28 September 2014
Rodney Oliver is planning another Churches Tour, this
time within the Reading Deanery which reaches from
Mapledurham in the north to Swallowﬁeld and Beech
Hill in the south, and from Tilehurst in the west to
Woodley in the east, so plenty of choice for an interesting
tour. As usual there will be a good tea to look forward
to.

Do you have unused management skills?
Would you like to join the management committee, all
volunteers, in running this lovely historic building?
Please contact Matt Andrews at:
amandrews03@btinternet.com

A ﬂyer and booking slip have been distributed.
Closing date for bookings is 8 September.

www.watlingtonhouse.org.uk
NEW MEMBERS

Contributions to the Newsletter

Mr S Bale

Please send contributions to the newsletter and Letters
to the Editor to Adam Sowan, contact details below.

OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE 2014/15
Chairman:

Richard Bennett, 69 Baker Street, Reading, RG1 7XY
Tel 0118 959 8350 Email: Bennettbaker@msn.com

Secretary:

Fiona Rycraft, 0787 942 7038 (mobile)

Hon Treasurer:

Brenda Tait, 35 Church End Lane, Reading, RG30 4UP

Membership:

Alison Bennett, 69 Baker Street, Reading, RG1 7XY
Tel 0118 959 8350 Email: Bennettbaker2@msn.com

Committee :

Sidney Gold, Amanda Martin, Clare Platts. Sean Duggan, Lynette Edwell

Newsletter Editor:

Adam Sowan, 24 New Road, Reading, RG1 5JD
Tel 0118 987 1452 Email: Sowmor@waitrose.com
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